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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS : .

I am heppy to be here.

1 say this -~ and I mean it sincerely -~ for a mmber of
reasons.

¥ot the least of these is the number of friends I am honored
to count among you. Over the years, we have seen, talked, agreed and
argued with one another on a vast variety of subjects, upon scence and
mder &lrcumstances no less varied. We have met at hame and in dietant
lands. We have been together at times when wer seemed endless ... at
%imes when peace seemed near ... &t times when pesce seemed to have
sluded us again., We heve met in times of battle -- both military and
electoral ... And all these occasions mean, to me, memories of
pleasure and signs of enduring friendshipe.

I a= happy to be here for another reason. This oceasion
ealls for my first formal address to the Amerlcan people since assuming
the office of the Presidensy just twelve weeks ago. It is ftting, I
think, that I speak to you, the edltore of America. You are =~ in such
a vitel wey -~ both representative of and responsible to the peopls of
our country. In great part, upon you -=— upen your intelligence, your
integrity, your devotion to the ideals of freedom and Justice thamselves
-« depend the mdérst.anding and the knowledge with which our people must
meet the facts of ‘20th gentury 1ife. Without sush understanding and
knowledge, eur peopls would be incepable of promoting justice. Without
them, they would be incapable of defending freedom.

Finally, I am happy to be bere at this time, before this
sudignoe, because I must speak of that issue that comes first in the
hearts and minds of all of us, that issue which most urgently challenges
and summons the wisdom and the courage of our whole people. This issue
iss pesce.

(End Introductory Remarks)
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In this spring of 1953, the free world weighs one question
above all otherst the chance for a just peace for all peoples.

To weigh this chance is to summon instantly to mind anether
recent moment of eraat‘dacision. It game with that yet more hopeful
spring of 1945, bright with the promise of vietory and of freedom.

The hope of all just men in that moment, to0o, was a Just and lasting peace.

The elght ywars that have passed have seen that hope waver,
grow dim, and almost die. And the sbadow of fear again has darkly
lengthened scross the world.

Today the hope of free men remains stubborn and brave, but
it is sternly diaaiﬁlimd bty experience,

It shuns not only all gmde counsel of despair, but also the
self-decelt of easy illusion.

it weighs the chance for peace with sure, clear knowledge of
what happened to ths vain hope eof 1945.

In that spring of ¥ictery, the soldiers of the. Western Allles
met the soldiers of iiuasialin the center of surope. They were triumphant
comrades in arms. Their peoples shared the Joyous prospect of building,

in honor of their dead, the only fitting monument =~ an age of just psace,
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411 these war-weery pecplee shared, too, thls conerete,
desent purposes 4o guard vigilantly agsinst the domination ever again
of any part of the world by & single, unbridled aggressive power.

This common purposellasteé an instant -~ and perlshed. The
nations of the world divided to follow two distinct roads.

The United States and our valued friends, the other free
nations, chose one road,

The leaders of the Soviet Unlon chose another.

The way chosen by the United States wae plainly marked by
& few clear precepis which govern i%s conduct in world affaira.

Flrst: No people on earth can be held -~ as & psople -
o be an eneny, for all humenity shares the common hunger for peace
and Iallowship and justices

80::@:: No nation's security and well~being can be last-
ingly achieved in izolation; but ‘unly in effective couperation with
fellow-nations, |

Third: Any nationfs right to a form of government and an
sconomic system of its own choosing is inallenable.

Pourth: Any nation's attempt to diextabg to other nations

thelr form of government is indefensible.

‘Approved For Release 2003/06/03 : CIA-RDP80-01065A000300040040-7



s

Approved For Release 2003/06/03 : CIA-RDP80-01065A000300040040-7
“le

dndd £Afthe ﬁm nation's hope of lesting peage cannot
b# flrmly based upon any race in armauents, ’but rather upon just
relations and honest understanding with all etha: nations,

o the light of these principles, the eitisens of the
United States defined the way they proposed to follow, through the
sftormath of war, toward true peace.

This way was faithful to the spirit that inspirved the
United Natione: o prohibit strife, to relisve tensions, to banish
fears. This way was to tontrol and to reduce armaments. This way
was to allew all natione to devote thelr emergles and resources to
the grest and goad tasks of healing the war's wounds, of clothing and
feeding and housing the needy, of perfeeting a just political life, of
enjoying the fruits of thsir own free toil.

The Soviet government held a vastly different vision of the
future.

In the world of ils design, security was %o be found -« net
in motual trust and mutual ald - but in forge:r huge armies, subversionm,
rule of nelghbor natdons., The goal was power superiority —- at all

eosi, OSecurlty was to be sought by denying it to all others.
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The result has been tragie for t’he. world and, for the
Scviet Union, it has also been irontc.

The amassing of Soviet power alerted free nations to a new
danger of aggression. It compelled them in self-defense to spend
unprecedented money and energy for armaments. It forced thes to
develop weapons of war now capable of inflicting instant and terrible
punishment upon any aggressor,

It instilled in the free nations - and let none doubt this
«e the unshakeable conviction that, as long as there persisis a
threat to freedom, they must, at any cost, remain armed, strong and
ready tu;- any risk of wa.r.:

It inspired them = and let none doubt this — to attain a
nnitfr of purpose and will beyond the power of propaganda or pz;asmrl
to break, now or ever.

There remained, however, one thing essentially unchanged and
umaffected by Soviet conduct: the readiness of the free nations to
welcome sincerely any genuine svidence of peaceful purpose enabling all
peoples again to resume their common quest of just peace.

"The free nations, most solemnly and repeatedly,
have assured the Soviet Union that their firm assoclation has never

had any aggressive purpose whatisoever.
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Boviet leaders, however, have seemed to persuade themselves
-~ 'or tried to persuads their people -~ otherwise,
And so 1t has come to pass that the Soviet Union itself has
shared and suffered the very‘tears ii has foatered in the rest of the world,
This hag been the way of 1life forged by eight yesra of fear
and force.
‘What can the world = or any netion in it — hope for if no
turning is found on this dread road?
The worst to be feared and the best to be expected can bde
gimply stated,
The worst is atomic war,
The best would be this: a life of psrpetua.l.faar and tensiong
a burden or srms draining the weslth and the labor of all peoples;
& wasting of strength that defies the ’Amarican system or the ASoviet
system or any system to achieve ‘tvrue abundance Snd happiness for the
peoples of this esrth.
Every gun that is mede, every warship launched, every rocket
fired signifies —- in the finsl sense - & Iheft fram those who hunger

and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed,
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This world in arms is not spending money alone.

It is spending the sweai of its leborersg, the geniﬁs of its
sclentists, the hopes of its ehildren,

The cost of one modern heavy bomber is this: a modern brick
school in more than 30 cities,

It st two electric power plants, each serving a town of
60,000 population.

It is1 two fine, fully equipped hospitals,

It 1s some fifty miles of concrete highway,

We pey for a single fighter plane with a half million
bushels of wheat,

We pay for a single destroyer with new homes that could have
housed more than 8,000 people.

This == I repeat «= is the best way of life to be found
on the road the world has been taking,

This 1s not & way of life at all, in any true sense. Under
the cloud of threatening war, it is humanity hanging from ; cr#aa of
iron,

These plain and cruel truths define the peril and point the

A

hope that come with this spring of 1953,
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This is one of those times in the affairs of nations when
the gravest cholces muat be meds -~ if there is %0 be & turning towverd =
Just snd lasting pesce.

It is » moment thet calls upon the governments of the world
% apsek their intentlens with simplioity.end with nonesty.

It cells wpon them to answer the quo}ation that stire tﬁa
bearte of all sene men: is there mo other wey the world may live?

The world knows that en ers ended with the death of Josef
8%alin. The extraordinary 30-year span of his rule saw the &tﬁe? :
Bepire expand to resch from the Baltic Sea to the Bea of Japan, finslly
to dominatd 800 milifon souls.

The Soviet eystem sheped by Stalin end his proedecessors wag
bora of one World War. It survived with stubborn end often amezing
sourage a Second World War. It hes lvim to threaten a third.

Hov & now leadership has asswmed povwel in the Soviet Union.
Ite links to the past, however strong, cannot bind it completely. Its
future ie, in grest pert, its own to make.

This new leadership donfronts = frca vorld aroused, as rarely

in its bistory, by the will to atay free.
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Thie free world knovws -- out of the bitter wisdom of ’
axperience -- that vigilence snd secrifice are the price qf liberty.

It imovs that the defense of Western Europe imperatively
demands the unity of purpose and action made possible by ths North
Atlentic Treaty Organization, embrecing a Buropean Defense G’ommnity-.

It knowa that Western Uermeny deserves to be a free and eguel
partner in this community; and that this, for Germany, 18 the only safe
vay to full, final unity.

It knove that sggression in Xorea and in southeast Asie are
threats to the whole free community to be met by united action.

This is the kind of frae world vhich the new Soviet leadership
wnfronts, It is s world that demends and expects the fullest respect
of 1te rights snd intereets. ﬁu a world thet will sivays eccord the
same roppect to all others,

fc the new Soviet leedership now has a precious opportunity to
swveken, vith the rest of the world, to the point of peril resched, and
to belp turn the tide of history. |

Will it do this?
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We do not yet know, fiﬁasnt statements and gesturas of Soviet
leaders give some evidence that they may recognisze this oriticasl moment,

We welcome every honest act of peace,

Ve care nothing for mere rhetoris.

We care only for sincerity of pesceful purpose -~ attested by
deeds, The opportunities for such deeds are memy. The performance of &
great mumber of them waits upon no eomplex protocol but upon the simple
will to do them, Even a few such clear and specific acts -~ such as
the Sovliet Union's signature upon an Austrian treaty, or its release of
thousands of prisoners st1ll held from World War II — would be impressive
signs of sincere intent. They would carry a power of persuasion not to
be matched by any mﬁ;ﬁ of oratory.

This we do knows a world that begins to witness the rebirth of
trust among nations capn find its way to a peace that is neither partial
nor punitive,
| Vith all who will work in good faith toward such a peace, we are
ready -~ with renewed resclve -~ to strive to redeem the near-lost hopes
of our day.

The first grest step along this way must be the conclusion eof

en honorable armistice in Kores.

Approved For Release 2003/06/03 : CIA-RDP80-01065A000300040040-7 .

5

AN

hY



Approved ForRelease 2003/06/03 : CIA-RDP80-01065%000300040040-7

-l1l0 -

This means the lmmediate cessation of hostilities and
the prompt initiatien of politiesl disoussions leading to the
holding of free Olwt.ﬁm in 2 mited Korea,

It should mean — no less importantly - an end to the
direct and indirect attacks upon the security of In&a-—ﬂhina and
Mslaya. For any armistios in Xorea that merely released aggressive
armies to attack elsewhore would be a fraud,

We seek, throughout Asia as throughout the world, =
peace that is true and total,

Qut of this can grow a still wider task — the auhieﬁn;‘
of Just political settlements for the other sericus and specific
issues between the fres world and the Soviet Union.

Hone of these issues, great or mmall, is inmoluble —
given only the' will to respect the rights of all mations.

Agsin we say: the United States is ready to assume its
Just part.

We have already done all within our power to apeed con-
clusion of a treaty with Austria which will fres that country from

sconomic exploitation and from occupation by foreign troops.
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We are ready not ounly to press forward with the
pressnt plans for closer unity of the nations of Western
Europe but @8&, upon thet foundation, to strive to foster
a; broader Buropean community, conducive to the free movement
of persons, of trade, and of ideas,

This community would include a fyee and united

Germany, with a govermment based upon free and sscrei elections,

o

the East,Europsan nations, could mean the end of the present
unnatural divieion of Europe,
48 progress in all these areas strengthens world
truet, we could proceed congurrently with the next gr_aat vork -=
the reduction 4f the burden of armaments now weighing upon
the world, !§ this end, we would %elcnme and enter into the
most aalmzagrnmnts. These could properly includes
(1) the limitation, by absolute numbers or by
an agreed international ratio, of the sizes
8¢ the military an‘eﬁ‘security forces of all

pationsg
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{2) a commitment by all nations to set an agreed limlt
upon that proportion of total predustion &f certain
strategic materials to be devoted to militery
purposes}

(3) internstional conirol of atomic energy to promote
its use for peaceful purposes only, and to ensure
the prohibltion of atomlc weaponsj

(L) a limitation or prohibition of other categories
of weapons of great destructiveness;

(5) the enforcement of all these agreed limitations
and prohibitions by adequate safeguards, including
a practical system of inspection under the Uhited
Hatlons.

The details of such disarmament programs are msnifestly
eritical and complex. Neither the Uaited States nor any other nation
can properly claim to possess a perfect, immutable formula, But the
formila matbers less than the faith —- the good faith without which

no formula ean work justly and effectively.
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The fruit of suocess in all these tasks would present the
fvorld with the greatest task <~ and the greatest opportunity - of all.
It is this: the dedication of the energies, the resources, and the
imaginetions of all peageful nations to a new kind of war, This would
be & deelared, total war, not upon any humsn enemy, but upon the brute
forcea of poverty and need,

The peate we seek, founded upon decent trust and cooperative
offort among natlons, can be fortified - not by weapons of war - bub
by wheat and by cotbonj by milk and by woolj by meat and by timber and
by rics.

These are words that translate into every language onm sarth.

These are needs that challenge this world in erms.

This ideas of a just and peaseful world is not new or strange
to us. It insplred the people of the United States to initiate the
Eurepean Recovery Program in 1947. That program was prepared to treat,
with like and equal concern, the needs of eastern and western Europe.

We are ready to reaffirm, with the most concrete evidence,
our readiness to help bulld e world in which all peoples can be

productive and prosperous.
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This government is ready to ask its people to join with all

nations in devoting & substantial persentage of the savings achieved by
atcandhuclie

disermement to a fund for world ald and ,\1“. The purposes of this
greet work would be: +to help other peoples to dawlép the undeveloped
areaz of t?m world, to stimulate profiteble and falr world trade, to
agzeist all peoples to know the blessings of produstive freedom,

The monuments to this new kind of war would be these: roads
and sohools, hospitals and homes,; food and health.

We are roady, in shord, to dedicate our strength to serving
the needs, rather than the fears, of the world. |

We ars ready, by these and all sush astions, to mske of the
United Netlons an institution that can effecitively guard the peace and
sscurity of all peoples.

I know of nothing I san add to make plalner the sincere purpose
of the United States,

I know of no oourss, other than that marked by those and
gimilar sctions, that van be oslled the highwsy of pesace,

I know of only one question upon which progrese walte. It

ja thlss
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what is the Soviet Union rgady to do?

Whatever the answer bs, let it bs plainly spoken.

Again we say: the hunger for peace 1s too greatl,
the hour in history too late, for any government to mock men's
hopes with mere words and prowises and geatures.

The test of truth is simple. There can be no persuasion
but by deeds.

Is the new lsadership of the Sovielt Unlon prepared
to use ite decisive influwence in the Communist world ~- including
control of the £low of arms —~ to bring not merely an expedient
truce in Korea but genuine peace in Asia?

Is it prepared to allow other nations, ineluding those
of Lastern lurope, the free cholce of their own forms of govermment
and the right to associate freely with other natioms in & world-wide
commnity of law?

is it prepared to act in concert with others upon serious
disermament proposals to be made flrmly effective by stringent UN
control and inspection?

If not - where then is the concrsie evidence of the
Soviet Unlon's concern for pesace?

The test is clear.
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There is, before all peoples, a precious chance
to turn the bleck tide of avenis.
If we failed to strive to seize this chanee,
the judgement of future ages would‘ ba harsh and juste.
If we strive but fall, and the world remains
armed against itself, it at least need be divided no longer
in its clear knowledge of who has condemmed humankind to
this fate,
The purpose of the United States, in stating these
proposals, is simple and clear.
Tbhgs; an&s'sds o .
MyASPring == without ulterior purpose or political
passion =~ from our calm gonvigtion that the hunger for just peace
is in the hearts of all peoples -- those of Russia and of China

ne less than of our own country.

They conform to our firm faith that God created men

to enjoy, not destroy, the fruits of the earth and of their own toil.

They aspire to this: the 1ifting, from the bagks and from

the hearts of wen, of their burden of arms and of fears s 80 that they

may find before them a golden age of freedom and of peace,
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